
03/03/18 

 

February was a short month so it seems like I just left here. The trip was uneventful and I arrived in 

Salasaka early, 11pm. 

After a good night’s sleep, I decided to go to Manuel’s and have the truck washed, he’s pretty thorough 

even washing underneath, not bad for $8.00. 

 

 



While I was waiting for my truck, there were two articles of interest in the Ambato paper. The first 

article was about a 13-year-old girl who committed suicide by hanging herself. Apparently, there have 

been 17 teen suicides in the province this year that are being investigated. Please pray for these young 

people who mistakenly think they have no hope.  

 



The second article was about a woman who charges $10-$20 to diagnose your medical problem. I 

always thought Cuy (Guinea Pig), was a pet but now I know in Ecuador it’s food or a tool for diagnosing 

ailments, not a pet.  

 
 



From there I went to Ambato to meet David at PIBA. I had a speaker to deliver that the praise and 

worship team needed for their church. 

 

Elvia’s brother is graduating from the police academy today so she and Pastor Guillermo went to Quito 

for the graduation ceremony. I was told that the women of the church wanted to start meeting together 

for Bible study and prayer on a regular basis. They met tonight at the church for the first time. They 

decided to meet every other Saturday at 6 pm. Now that a schedule has been made they would like to 

invite some spiritually mature women to come to the meetings. This is one outcome from the women’s 

discipleship training last month on sanctification. I had asked David to translate for me for this meeting 

and for the training. 

 

From that meeting, the men started arriving and we started our training from Acts on Deacons. We will 

be spending this week on the biblical establishment of Deacons, their functions, qualifications, and role 

within the church body as well as what scripture has to say concerning their wives. 

 

Well, that is it for this first report. Tomorrow I will be at PIBA for a special service at 9 am called Bible 

Olympics. I have no idea what it will be like but since there is just one service I anticipate it lasting a long 

time. 

I pray all of you have a blessed Lord’s Day, 

Guido 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ecuador 03/04/18 

 

This morning I traveled to Ambato for the service at PIBA. This service was different in that they involved 

the congregation in testing their knowledge of the Bible. The congregation was divided into 8 teams. 

Each team was given questions and the team that received the most correct answers won. They could 

not use any electronic devices, just the Bible. PIBA invited Salasaka and Condorahua Baptist Churches to 

attend so it was wonderful to see the churches together.  

 



 

 



After the competition, which lasted from 9:00 am until 12:30 pm, Pastor Jonathan held communion. 

 

From Ambato I went to lunch in Salasaka and spent the rest of the afternoon preparing for the evening 

service at Salasaka Baptist Church. The service tonight was well attended. The children shared a song 

and Klever and Mariana shared scripture they had memorized. 

 



 

 



Above, Klever is standing reciting scripture and below Mariana standing in the corner reciting scripture. 

 

The sermon was about those individuals who give excuses for not following Christ after hearing the 

Gospel and Christians who give excuses for not giving the Gospel.  

I used Moses as an early example of giving excuses for disobedience. Exodus 3:11, 19 & 4:1, 10, 13. 

I used Jesus’ commandment in Matthew 28: 19-20 as the “No Excuses” scripture. 

After the sermon we celebrated the Lord’s Supper and shared bread and tea with the congregation.  

Edwin and his family were there as well as Mariana, who had not been to church in a while. Mariana 

asked for help in dealing with some family problems. We will meet with her tomorrow as well as have a 

Bible study at Pablo’s. 

Please be in prayer for Mariana and her family as well as all the brothers and sisters in Christ in the 

Salasaka Church.  

 

It was a long day but a short report. 

Blessings, 

Guido 

 



Ecuador 03/05/18 

 

This morning I had to go to Ambato to pick Pastor Guillermo up at the veterinarian’s office. Apparently 

one of his dogs was having problems giving birth so the puppies had to be delivered by the Vet. Three 

were delivered dead and one is left and may make it. Elvia stayed at the veterinarians with the dog. 

 

We left the veterinarian and went to the college to register Pastor Guillermo for his next semester. The 

admissions office was closed even though the office hours sign said they were open. 😜 

 

Next, we went to visit Mariana in Wambalo, near La Florida. She wanted to talk about some family 

problems she is having. We were informed that she had gone to the hospital with a bad headache so we 

went there. She was waiting to see the doctor so we rescheduled a time together for 2:00 tomorrow 

afternoon. 

 

Since we were near La Florida we went to Pablo’s for a Bible study. He brought a friend of his named 

Isaiah, not the prophet.  

 

The study was taken from Philippians 3:12-4:1 where Paul is talking to the church about pressing 

forward toward the goal of perfection. Not that he had achieved it but he was encouraging the church 

to follow his example. Paul explained their citizenship is in heaven not here. We ended with James 4:7-

10 and Titus 2:7-8 as pattern for finishing the race to achieve the crown of righteousness. (2 Tim. 4:7-8) 



After the Bible study Aurora served lunch. During lunch I was asked by Isaiah if I believed in the trinity or 

Oneness? This immediately set off alarms within my spirit and we spent the next 3 hours debating the 

“Jesus Only” doctrine which evolved out of the Pentecostal movement. 

It does no good, even using over 40 references to the Trinity in scripture, to attempt to dissuade some 

people of their misunderstanding of scripture. Please pray for Isaiah, that the Holy Spirit would convict 

him of his lack of understanding and would reveal the truth that is taught from Genesis to Revelation 

concerning the trinity. (These type discussions are so tiresome for me because they bring to mind 

Proverbs 18:2.) 

 

From Pablo’s I went to my room to prepare for tonight’s training. Pastor Guillermo had a call from 

Tobias and wanted to talk to him about dissolving his relationship with Amparo and his children. He is 

blaming her for his staying drunk and she is blaming his staying drunk on his lack of responsibility toward 

the family. If they stay together the son will end up like his father and the daughter will grow up thinking 

abuse by a man is OK. Please pray for this situation that God will intervene and His will be done. 

 

Training tonight was attended by 25 of us and was on the Biblical foundation for the office of Deacons 

(Diakonos, servant) and their Biblical qualifications and functions within the church. SBC is at a point in 

their growth to where Deacons would be helpful in their Biblical role of benevolence, visiting the sick, 

being alert to spiritual needs of the congregation for the purpose of freeing the pastoral staff to focus on 

prayer, the Word, and shepherding the flock.  

 

Well that’s all the Lord brings to mind for today, 

 

Guido 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ecuador 03/06-07/18 
 
Tuesday was kind of a catch-up day visiting people and taking care of college registration for Pastor 
Guillermo.  
 
Some updates on the people I had mentioned last month and this week. Pastor Guillermo met with the 
family of Katty (Haldon and Teresa) and Venessa (America). They discussed the bullying that Vanessa 
was experiencing at the hands of Dianna and her friends and how Katty was involved. 
 
The end result was that Katty and Vanessa reconciled, the two families are in accord that their 
daughters are to stay away from Dianna who instigated the bullying and all is good.  

 



Tobias and Amparo say they are going to try and make their relationship work and stay together as a 
family. He has committed to stop drinking and to start taking care of the family. As far as attending 
church again, he’s not going to commit.??  
 

 



We stopped at George’s home yesterday to visit but he was on his way to Ambato. He and his family are 
doing good and his oldest son, George, is graduating from the police academy April 25th.  
 

 
 
Javier, Pablo and Patricio are graduating from the seminary in Chacauco on April 25th. It’s hard to 
believe it’s been two years already. 
 
Karen & Jose from SBC and Orlando from Condorahua want to go to the seminary next. This would be 
good for them in that it is a good Christian environment. According to Pastor Guillermo, it’s not as in 
depth as the training we have but it’s good for achieving a foundation upon which to build.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We visited with Marianna yesterday also and Pablo was with us. She was feeling discouraged because 
her family is moving away and they are all she has since her husband passed away. We assured her that 
she still had her church family and Pablo told her he would take her to the church and training anytime 
she wanted. She was happy to hear this and was in better spirits when we left.  
 

 
 

 



Training on the office of Deacon was continued. We spent 1.5 hrs. discussing the 1Tim. 3:8 qualification 
“not given to much wine”. Alcohol is a big part of their culture so it’s only natural for them to seek 
guidance in handling situations they find themselves in related to alcohol. We could have spent weeks 
on what if’s but I told them that no matter what temptation situation they find themselves in, if they will 
just ask “What would Jesus do” then they will be OK. 
.  
After the alcohol discussion the rest of the night was focused on the requirement that a Deacon not be 
involved in “sordid gain”. I can only look forward to more questions tonight. 
 
Today I picked up Pastor Guillermo and took the laundry to Ambato. While there, we went back to his 
college for more registration for his 7th. semester. (A semester is 6 months.) 
I don’t know how he does it taking 6 subjects a semester and pastoring the SBC. 
 
After that we went to lunch at the Mall and then to Wambalo to meet with Vanessa. She had requested 
we come and help her with a school project. I was to be interviewed by her and a classmate for her 
English class project. When we arrived, Vanessa was sleeping. We woke her up and she told me her 
classmate couldn’t come today. She asked if we could reschedule for tomorrow at 3:30 pm. There was 
soooooo much I wanted to say but this was one of those rare occasions I thought before I spoke, so, I 
said OK! We will see what tomorrow brings. (This type of thing happens a lot in this culture.) 
 
Tonight, we had 25 in the training session and spent 2 hrs. discussing the biblical gender of a Deacon, 1 
Tim. 3:11-12. Then the discussion went into whether or not women can be overseers or pastors.  
 
The discussions went back to 1 Tim. 3:2, 4-7 and the gender identified there as well as Paul’s teaching in 
1 Tim. 2:1-15. We did manage to finish the Deacon qualifications mentioned in the Bible; Not given to 
much wine, not given to sordid gain, being found blameless, the husband of one wife and he must rule 
his household well. 
 
Carlos mentioned that at the rate we’re going we will never finish the study and I agree but I want them 
to have a thorough understanding of what the Biblical model for a Deacon is and what the qualifications 
are for the benefit of the SBC. 
 
After training tonight, we were visited by Mr. and Mrs. Waskosky of the Wycliffe Bible Translators 
organization. They have been in the Salasaka area for years and as of March 24th. the New Testament in 
Quechua will be available for sale in Ecuador.  
 
Let’s pray that having the Word in their native language will draw more Salasakans to the Lord. 
 
Well that’s all for yesterday and today. 
 
Guido 
 

 

 

 



Ecuador 03/09/18 

 

One of the pictures attached is of Vanessa and her class mates interviewing me yesterday.

 

 
 



I guess as part of their grade for an English class they are required to interview an American. I asked her 

where the other 26 students were going to find an American? She laughed and said that they would 

have to go to Banos. Banos is a resort tourist area about an hour down the mountain. 

Today we drove to Condorahua and took some pictures of Elizabeth, her house, and newborn. We went 

to check on them and they are doing good. 

 

Elizabeth’s home on the side of the mountain…beautiful view. 



Elizabeth carrying Liam above. Below 5-week-old Liam. 

 



Driving back down the mountain toward Ambato I saw where the government is building a sewer 

treatment plant. The reason I took the photo is because these treatment plants are so rare here and I 

thought some of you, who are in the industry, would be interested. 

 

We went to the grocery store in Ambato and bought ham and cheese and stopped at Nelly’s in Salasaka 

for fresh bread. I plan to have sandwiches after training tonight.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In the training last night, we finished the study on Deacons, their function and qualifications as outlined 

in God’s Word.  

 

Tonight, we had a question and answer night. They like this because they can apply answers found in the 

Word to some of their current day to day problems.  

Please pray for the people of Salasaka and the surrounding areas that God’s Word would continue to go 

forward and the Church of Christ would expand and multiply. 

 

That’s all for this trip. I have to be in Quito at midnight for a 1 am flight to Dallas, connecting to Raleigh. 

See you Sunday, Lord willing, 

 

Guido 


