
Salasaka 05/06/18 

 

The trip here was uneventful except for the trip from Ambato to Quito. Pastor Guillermo was in class in 

Ambato as part of his college so he had asked Pablo to pick me up. Pablo makes me very nervous 

especially since he was not driving his truck. We made it safely to Salasaka even though I was afraid 

Pablo was driving faster than his guardian angel could fly. 

 

After unloading my bags I parked the truck beside the school to avoid the soccer game in progress in the 

market. I went back out about 1 am Saturday morning and moved it to my regular safe spot but 

apparently, it’s not safe anymore. 

Last trip I found a man who would rent space in a garage and it’s a good place to leave the truck when 

I’m not here. It’s sort of inconvenient to put there every night because it’s a 10-minute walk and then 

you have to work with the bi-fold metal door locks and it’s dark! 

Saturday morning, I went out to get into the truck and saw where someone had gouged it down the 

driver’s door, circled around the mirror and down the front fender to the bumper. That was the start to 

yesterday. 

Downtown Pelileo above photo. 

In the morning we had to go to Pelileo and then to Ambato to meet with a guy that Guillermo said could 

fix my truck.  



On the way I saw a street performer climbing a free-standing ladder, then straddle it while juggling pins. 

Now that took some balance and coordination. The man we were to meet was not there so we will go 

back next week. 

 
 

 
 



Pastor Guillermo had scheduled a speaker to come and talk to the ladies of the church on Saturday night 

so he had cancelled the training on Proverbs, unbeknown to me. I was informed about 3 pm yesterday, 

so I had more time to spend working on the Deacon Ordination Ceremony for Sunday night. As it turned 

out the guest speaker cancelled and half the women in the church did not come anyway so Saturday 

was one of those days 😜. (As for the truck, it was put to bed in the garage.) 

Today is a new day and it’s the Lord’s Day! 

David leading worship at PIBA. 

I attended church in Ambato and Pastor Jonathan preached on the convictions of Christians concerning 

prayer.  

Are they based on the Bible or Flesh?  

When we pray are we praying according to our will or His?   

What are our convictions concerning Prayer?  

We must believe our prayers will be answered if prayed properly.  

1. In His will. 2. In faith. 3. In Jesus’s name and 4. With a pure heart. (John 15:7, 1 John 5:14-15) 

 

 



After church Pastor Jonathan’s family and I went out for lunch and then to Chacauco for a soccer game 

between PIBA and SBC. Several churches in the area are playing a tournament on Sunday afternoons. 

SBC won today 4-1. I sent some action shots of Pastor Jonathan. The picture of Patricio, the goalie for 

SBC, kicking a recovered shot from PIBA was taken as he kicked the ball down field so far that it bounced 

in PIBA’s goalie box and over the goalie’s head for a score. No one could believe it!

Salasaka Baptist Church Soccer Team (above)

PIBA Soccer Team (Pastor Jonathan second from left) 



Pastor Guillermo facing Pastor Jonathan 

 
Patricio kicking it down the field. 



View from the soccer field:

 

 



I left the game at 6 to be back in Salasaka to help prepare the church for the Deacon Ordination Service 

tonight. It was a worshipful time and a big step in the life of the Salasaka Church. 

Haldone giving his testimony. 



Pablo giving his testimony. 



Patricio giving his testimony. 



SBC congregation praying over their new deacons above, deacons and wives below.

Mercedes and Patricio, Aurora and Pablo, Teresa and Haldone. 



Patricio, Pablo and Haldone are now Ordained Deacons serving in the Salasaka Baptist Church. 

After the ceremony we celebrated the Lord’s Supper, as is the custom of this church, then shared bread 

and tea. The pictures can tell more than I can write. Jose and Maria below singing after communion. 

 
Tomorrow starts with us going to Immigration and picking up from where we left off last month. 

Hopefully I have everything I need this time. 

I’ll keep you advised, 

Guido 



Patricio, Javier, and Pablo graduated in April from Seminary at Chacauco!!! 

 

 



Ecuador 05/08/18 

 

Monday I had an 8:30 appointment with Immigration so they could review all my papers. The officer 

said my papers were in order and for me to come back on Friday at 12. If the final review is Ok they will 

issue another 2-year Missionary Visa. 

 

Discipleship training was well attended and we studied what Proverbs had to say about a person who 

doesn’t like to work and is just lazy. (A Sluggard & Slothful) 

 

On Tuesday we went to Chiquicha to visit Mauricio and Daniela and son Michael. 

 
They had just finished with the chores on the Tomato Tree Farm and were going back to sewing jeans. 

One contract they have requires them to complete 100 pairs of jeans, which are delivered on Thursdays. 

They have to be completed by Sunday. 

Mauricio asked for prayer for his mother, Elsa and his father, Juan. (We have taught Mauricio what 

Scripture has to say about borrowing money and co-signing for a loan.) His mother and father co-signed 

a note for his brother in the past and the brother didn’t make the payments so Juan and Elsa had to sell 

a piece of property to satisfy the bank. The brother has not paid anything.  

Well, now they are getting ready to make the same foolish mistake with the youngest son, Robert.  



Robert is an alcoholic by night and works as a laborer by day. He wants to buy a car but needs someone 

to co-sign for him. Mauricio told his parents that Robert can’t make the payments because he spends all 

his money on alcohol.  

His parents told Mauricio that he is just jealous and they don’t want any advice. (I wish they were 

coming to SBC for the training in Proverbs so they could see how unwise they are.) 

I told Mauricio that I would be glad to talk with them if he can set up a meeting but as Proverbs 1:5-7, 

12:15, 18:2-3 and 28:26 says I think they will not want to meet. Mauricio and Daniela are doing good 

otherwise and are happy. Daniela said that since they were married God has been blessing them with 

relative peace between the families. She credits that to them being obedient and getting married. We 

prayed with them for discernment for his father and mother as well as the Lord intervening in Robert’s 

life/drinking problem. 

Pastor Guillermo and Michael above. 

We left there and went to visit Orlando and Marcia in Condorahua. They have been having relationship 

problems due to his rejecting God’s leading in their lives. She wants to go to church and get married but 

he does not. (He’s happy in his sin.)  



 

 



Orlando was not there but we talked to Marcia and advised her to set the example for her daughter and 

Orlando and attend church. She said she would but we will see, ongoing saga.  

Speaking of which, Amparo and Tobias decided to move out of Salasaka and work on repairing their 

relationship. They are not attending any church. What are the odds I will be hearing from her in the next 

few months wanting advice she won’t follow?  

Last night’s study in Proverbs was on “fools”. This word is a harsh word in this culture so it was 

interesting to go through scripture and see the reactions. The main thing they learned was that if you 

don’t apply the Knowledge and Wisdom you gain from God’s Word you are a “Fool”. 

 

After training I was asked to stay for a meeting with Pastor Guillermo, Elvia, Klever, Pamela, Aurora and 

Pablo. Klever and Pamela had called the meeting to express their feelings for each other and get 

approval from their family and their pastors to start dating.  

 

Both of them gave their conversion testimony. They stated they had been seeking God’s guidance in this 

and how they have been developing their friendship over the last few months. When asked, both stated 

they had not committed sin with the opposite sex and intended to remain pure until and if this leads to 

marriage.  



Pablo and Aurora (Pamela’s parents) told them that if they are seeking God’s leading then they approve. 

I explained that with them seeking God in this I had no problem with their request based on everything I 

heard from them. But I asked them both to commit to purity whether this relationship works or not, 

they agreed.  

Pastor Guillermo had reservations based on cultural customs, I suspect Quechua. The fact that Klever is 

Pastor Guillermo’s younger brother and I think he does not see him as a Christian man capable of 

making his own decisions. He thinks Klever is inexperienced and moving too fast.  

Guillermo would not give his blessing to this request even though he knows Klever and Pamela will 

move forward. This is going to cause a problem in the family but Pastor Guillermo will have to get over it 

for the good of the family’s unity.  

The meeting ended very late so this report is very late.  

Please pray: 

For Mauricio’s family situation. 

For Marcia to set the example for her daughter and Orlando in spiritual matters. 

For Pastor Guillermo, Klever and Pamela. 

 

Well that’s the reader’s digest version of what God presented to me Monday and Tuesday, 

Guido 

 

 

 

Ecuador 05/09/18 

 

Today started with a trip to the laundry in Ambato. Pastor Guillermo followed me so I could drop my 

truck off at the Toyota dealer for service. While I was there I checked on getting the vandalism repaired 

and they can do it next week. That’s great and especially since the repair, paint, and buff of the entire 

truck is only $260.00. 

 

From there we had to go back to Salasaka to get some papers Guillermo forgot so he can get his VW 

inspected. He has been trying to get the papers needed for inspection for 3 months. The problem is the 

engine serial number doesn’t match the serial number on the title. The engine was replaced 4 years ago 

but the previous owner didn’t redo the title so when Guillermo bought the car the problem arose. 

We spent the rest of the morning running back and forth from Ambato to Pelileo trying to get things 

straight. Finally, the inspection place in Pelileo told him to come back in three weeks for some more 

paperwork he will need. 😜😂😜😂 

At 1 pm we went for another “low carb” lunch. I have sent pictures of a typical day’s meal program. 

👍Breakfast, Dinner, low carb lunch… 



Brea 



 

 

After lunch it was back to Ambato to retrieve my truck. 

 

The weather here has been rather chilly, 51 degrees and raining tonight. There were 23 in attendance at 

the study in spite of the weather. I’m amazed to see the dedicated attendance especially from 

Segundo’s family having to come from Condorahua. His family has been doing that for the past 5 years 

faithfully. 

We finished studying what Proverbs has to say about a foolish person. We started a study from Proverbs 

on picking the right friend to travel with us on life’s road. (Wisdom) 

 

Tomorrow Pastor Guillermo and I will meet with Pastor Jonathan to have breakfast, discuss the work 

shop at PIBA Wenda and I are doing in July, the logistics for the discipleship training in Salasaka that 

week and the logistics of him meeting our Cambodia team in Cambodia in October. 

Exciting times ahead, 

Guido 



Ecuador 05/11/18 

 

I am going to catch up my reporting on the things God has allowed since Thursday. 

Thursday started with a fellowship time with Pastor Jonathan, Pastor Guillermo, and myself at breakfast 

in Ambato. It was a meeting to firm up the teaching workshop that will be done at PIBA in July and make 

sure the training materials will be translated appropriately for the audience. PIBA has invited several 

other churches to attend so it ought to be exciting. We will be doing a study on Living the Christian Life. 

We discussed the logistics for doing the same study for the women in Salasaka during that week also. 

 

From there we went to Pablo’s for a Bible study and lunch. Upon arriving Pamela came to Guillermo and 

me and informed us that due to the outcome of the meeting on Wednesday night she was leaving the 

church. She said she felt she and Klever had caused too much chaos with Pastor Guillermo. 

Well that was bad enough then came Pablo and said that since his daughter was rejected he was 

rejected and he wanted his membership in the SBC withdrawn. Well as you can imagine lunch was 

tense. Aurora was crying, Pablo was stoic and Guillermo was quiet.  

After lunch I dropped Guillermo off in Pelileo and I headed for Ambato to speak to Pastor Jonathan 

about what I had just witnessed. I could see a big problem developing over Guillermo’s refusal to allow 

Klever to date Pamela. The probable scenario I saw was that by next Sunday SBC would only be attended 

by 7 local people counting Guillermo and Elvia. 

Pastor Jonathan and I went back to La Florida and met with Pablo and Aurora concerning this matter. 

After a long talk Pablo and Aurora decided to stay in the church for now.   

They came to training that night but things were tense so after the training I asked Guillermo to stay and 

we talked. I told him that instead of going to Pelileo he should have been gathering his wandering sheep 

and that he needed to rethink his decision to not allow his 26-year-old brother to date Pamela.  

I warned him of the potential problems this was going to cause between the congregation and his family 

with potential disastrous long-lasting consequences. He said it is a cultural thing and that was that. 

I told him about my going and getting Pastor Jonathan to translate for me and that Pablo agreed to stay. 

I also told him that he needed counseling and he agreed. Pastor Jonathan agreed to be a neutral 

mediator between him and Pablo so he agreed to meet with Pastor Jonathan for counseling. 

(Crisis averted for now.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Aurora, Pablo and Pastor Jonathan 

 
 

I went to my appointment at Immigration today at 11:30 only to find out that I needed my FBI Apostille 

translated and notarized along with a notarized statement, in Spanish, that I receive no payment for my 

work here. PIBA has to furnish an updated church authorization naming Pastor Jonathan as President of 

the church board. 

The attorney reviewing my file put in writing, this time, that these were the only documents needed and 

he gave me until July 11th to get them or I would have to start the process over. Love it! 

Training tonight was on the damage the tongue can do according to 1 John and Proverbs. I asked Pastor 

Guillermo to finish the study since I had to catch a ride to Quito at 8 pm. I think this lesson will be an eye 

opener to both Guillermo and Pablo and hopefully convict them both. 

 

This is the last report until July; I’m taking a sabbatical. 

Please pray for Pastor Jonathan, Pablo’s family, Guillermo’s family and the Salasaka Church that this 

conflict will be resolved. 

 

See you in church Sunday, Lord willing, 

Guido 


